
òA delightful proposition of exquisite musicó  -El Pais, Madrid, Spain
Winners of the Peoples Grammy Award foròBest World Music Song of 2009ó JPFolks

Led by oudist Tarik Banzi, the Al-Andalus Ensemble is internationally known for a creative 
fusion which etches a þne line between the exquisite and raw, the passionate and powerful, 
integrating instruments and  musicians from Africa (Tarik is Moroccan American), Europe 
(Julia is European American) and Asia (Charlie is Palestinian-American) while treating the 
listener to a conÿuence of the best of the East and West.  These sophisticated artists with 
extraordinary breadth and creativity soulfully merge classical, jazz and contemporary music 
with musical traditions from the Middle East, North Africa and Europe.  Thus embodying the 
new vision of America as a modern society that embraces its cosmopolitan cultural heritage. 

Charting new terrain with Grammy Award winning violinist, Charlie Bisharat, this 
contemporary World-chamber trio of oud, violin and guitar moves with grace between the 
classical and the modern, subtly weaving tradition with sophisticated innovation into an 
energetic musical tapestry performed with a freshness and originality that has earned the 
Al-Andalus Ensemble a devoted international audience. For festival settings, the Al-Andalus 
Ensemble expands with additions of modern Andalusian dance as well as  trumpet, vocals, 
piano, bass and drums for a vital, energetic and absolutely beautiful experience. 

òUnique, deeply moving music--a development as fruitful as Astor Piazzollaõs  
when he shocked the Argentinean  establishment with his òNuevo Tangoó

-Ted Gioia, author òHistory of Jazzó

òLike the exquisite architecture 
and gardens of the Alhambra,
 this image of cultural harmony 
is a vision of paradise on earthó   
-Stephen Hill

òPlus quõun simple spectacle, cõ est 
une traversee musicale  et une 
invitation au voyageó  -Institut du 
Monde Arabe. Paris, France

1. Afgano       9:53
2. Taktokah        6:51
3. Martil        8:57
4. Baghdad        8:40
5. Song of the Water  6:08
6. Granadina        7:24
7. Jinete                      6:52
8. Conÿuence        5:29
9. Labyrinth        6:31
Total  Length             1 Hour
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The core of the Al-Andalus Ensemble is comprised 
of the married couple Tarik and Julia who make their 
home between  Morocco and the USA. Similar to 
the Renaissance that inspires them, they are scholars, 
musicians and artists.  Their lives reÿect their com-
mitment to create peaceful understanding between the 
East and the West.  They present historically informed 
performances of Andalusian works and also create 
new compositions, rooted in the Andalusian legacy. 

Historically, Al-Andalus refers to Spain from 711-
1492 AD. During these eight centuries, Andalusian 
Spain witnessed a cultural melding between Africa, 
the East and the West, as well as among Christians, 
Muslims & Jews. An outstanding model of inclusion and tolerance, Al-Andalus was renown 
for the synergy of diverse cultures that resulted in  remarkable artistic, scientiþc and cultural 
enlightenments. The period of  Al-Andalus produced profound and far-reaching consequences, 
setting the stage for the European Renaissance. It provides an exemplary historical model to 
rise above modern-day conÿicts and challenges.  The Al-Andalus Ensemble locates its creative 
impetus in the rebirth of Al-Andalus in todays cultural landscape.

Delicately attuned to one another the Al-Andalus Ensemble has pursued a singular artistic vision 
reminding us that the intricate interplay of diverse voices is the geography of cultural harmony.  
Far from the scholarly approach of Early Music or the traditionalism of much World Music, this 
collaboration yields a vigorous new hybrid: a contemporary World-chamber ensemble skillfully 
creating new and original music, retaining the essential soul and spirit of  the Arab, North Afri-
can and European sources while fearlesslessly exploring new territory.

òSounds simultaneously foreign and familiar, different styles working 
so beautifully together!ó -The National; Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirites

www.Andalus.com




